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CELEBRATING DIFFERENTLY
written by Guest December 4, 2020

(Graphic by Isabelle Cutts)

Written by Kylie Allen
Taking precautions and not gathering in large groups is a new Thanksgiving tradition many adopted for the holiday
season. Families took these steps in order to protect their loved ones who are at higher risk of contracting COVID-19
and prevent the spread throughout the holidays. As students traveled back to their homes to be with family, many
have expressed concern about unknowingly spreading or contracting the virus.
Senior Mike Zeringue said his family’s activities would be socially distanced and, for the most part, take place
outdoors to minimize any risk to older members of the family.
“Our gathering will be abbreviated to prevent a greater risk of exposure, but many members of my family have been
quarantining in advance to prepare for gathering for the holidays,” Zeringue said.

While some families took time to quarantine in preparation for a normal holiday, other families decided to celebrate
with only their immediate family to stop the spread of COVID-19. Senior Gabe DeSambourg said, though his family
usually travels for the holidays, they chose to stay home without the fear of spreading the coronavirus.
“We will probably do a Zoom call with the family we usually see in New Orleans for Thanksgiving,” DeSambourg
said. “That’s the plan for now at least, hopefully we don’t get Covid in the meantime.”
As campus wrapped up the in-person portion of the semester, it left students who had been labeled as “close
contacts” unsure of what to do next. Senior Christian Erickson said he chose to quarantine in Searcy after becoming
a close contact.
“My roommate [tested positive], and I [didn’t] want to go home and spread anything to my family,” Erickson said.
“They [did] a normal Thanksgiving and FaceTime[d] me for a little bit during the meal.”
Junior Deanna Hutson stayed in Searcy during Thanksgiving because of COVID-19 concerns. She said deciding to
stay was difficult, but she was thankful she had technology to spend time with her family before they were physically
together again. In the meantime, Hutson said the Harding family took care of her well.
“One of the dorm moms brought me some of their Thanksgiving lunch — and so did one of my friends and one of my
teachers,” Hutson said. “And I had countless faculty reaching out to me to see if I needed anything throughout the
week. It was a little tough being away from my biological family, but I am so grateful for my Harding family that
stepped in to fill the gap.”

‘EVERY VOICE’ EXHIBIT IN THE LIBRARY CREATING
CONVERSATIONS ON CAMPUS
written by Rachelbible December 4, 2020

In the fall of 2019, the Brackett Library staff went on their annual retreat to Memphis, Tennessee, making a stop at
Harding School of Theology to see the commissioned graphite photo portoror of prominent Black church leaders.
After the retreat, the staff was inspired to bring the portrait — and the history — back to Searcy for the student body
through the exhibit “Every Voice.”
“The library loves to share information with our community,” Jean Waldrop, director of the Brackett Library, said. “We
are always looking for exhibits that will expand knowledge of what is going on. Expanding your knowledge on what is
going on — that is always what we want.”
Waldrop was in charge of bringing the exhibit to the Searcy campus. The goal of bringing the picture to the student
body was to encourage conversations about African American leaders in the Church of Christ.
“I really just wanted to know more about the great African American leaders in the church,” Waldrop said.

The staff at the library is dedicated to connecting students to history, and for this exhibit, that meant breaking down
the portrait. Waldrop and her staff created the banners to hang outside the library, including more history on each
individual represented on the original portrait. The banners explained the importance of each person and brought
students inside to look at the actual art piece.
“Libraries, historically, are very much about academic freedom, and creating space to have difficult conversations
and to help people have those,” Lisa Fuller, associate professor and librarian for student success, said.
While the portrait had been returned to the Memphis campus at the end of the on-campus semester in November,
conversations will not stop with the emergence of the new year. Some professors incorporated “Every Voice” into
their class conversations this semester.
Dr. John Duke, associate professor of history and political science, incorporated the exhibit into one of his classes
that junior Katie Beth Sharp was taking.
“In class we began reading a book by Fred Gray, and then Dr. Duke brought us to look at the exhibit, then back to
class to discuss what we had seen,” Sharp said. “It was really cool to hear names that I had never heard of before
and how they affected the church.”
Gray was one of the seven church leaders seen in the portrait. Sharp said that he was particularly interesting to her
because he was an attorney during the civil rights movement and had connections to many schools in Middle
Tennessee.
Waldrop said that a goal for the exhibit was to create connections between the great leaders in the church and
individuals. Students and faculty alike stopped to see the portrait and read the banners to draw connections of their
own.
“I just think that the best way to tell a story is to tell our own, and to deny the difficult parts of the history of our
churches, or our school, only allows for other people to tell our story,” Fuller said. “We’re not trying to make any
particular statement other than to say ‘This is here, and we have to be honest.’”

HALLMARK MOVIE SEASON
written by Annawestbrook December 3, 2020

Maybe I’m a hopeless romantic, but I think there is no season like Hallmark season.
When I was younger, I used to watch the Christmas movies with a lot of expectations. I couldn’t wait to become a
flawless, successful woman with a charming man who could rock both a flannel and a suit. These couples make the
Christmas season look picture-perfect, decorating Christmas trees, making gingerbread houses and waltzing around
in the snow.
My personal favorites are any of the movies where the lead becomes a princess. I love public relations, but if I were
given the choice, I would choose to be a princess in a heartbeat.

At 20, I’m still waiting to be as flawless as the leading ladies, but I realize not everything in those movies is
completely accurate.
For one, it does not mysteriously snow during the first kiss. Maybe if I lived up north it would, but I have not
experienced that. If there is a misunderstanding between a couple, I would hope any couple would work it out better
than the on-screen couples do. I’m still trying to figure out how to get that perfect hair like the actresses I see (if
you’ve figured it out, please contact me). Even though so many of these things aren’t as they are advertised, they
still got the heart of the season right.
I can’t wait to do all of the Christmas things this holiday season. I’ve been watching the shows for a few weeks now,
and this joy is exactly what we all need this year. I know this semester has been so hard for most of us, and a lot of
people I know have experienced immense loss this year. Many of us live with depression that can make it difficult to
do simple tasks. Quarantine can also be a huge disruption in the semester and can lead to disappointment for so
many of us. There is no way to fix anything that has happened over the course of the semester, but I would like to
offer a small band-aid for some of the bad.
Whether you genuinely enjoy the movies like I do, or like to make fun of them like my boyfriend, I want to encourage
you all to sit down and watch a Hallmark movie while being home.
There are plenty of titles to choose from. Pick out one you can relate with the best, make some tea, grab a warm
blanket and enjoy whatever the actors get themselves into.

HARDING ALUMNA OVERSEES COVID-19 DORM
written by Gael Langdon December 4, 2020

The Harding administration determined over the summer that Kendall Hall would host students in isolation for
positive COVID-19 cases during the fall semester. That decision also brought alumna Shannon Overcash as the
Kendall Hall residence life coordinator (RLC), putting her in charge of COVID-19 positive students and a coed dorm.
Zach Neal, dean of students, created a residence life coordinator (RLC) position for the newly-called isolation dorm.
He offered the position to Overcash, with whom he had worked before at College Church of Christ. She would be the
sole overseer of the Kendall Hall residents.
Overcash was no stranger to Harding, having graduated with an undergraduate degree from Harding in 2012 and a
graduate degree through the Marriage and Family Therapy program in 2016. Through the years, Overcash
counseled students in the counseling center on campus while working with other agencies, as well. She said Harding
had been a part of her life for a long time, so the idea of integrating in a different capacity felt natural.

Overcash officially started as the RLC for Kendall Hall on Aug. 17, but did not move into the dorm until after the first
case of COVID-19 on campus was confirmed Sept. 10.
“I actually lived in one of the dorm rooms [while] we waited for the apartment to be ready,” Overcash said.
The job requirements changed over time, Overcash said, but it primarily consisted of communication with people
across campus and making all sorts of deliveries. Chartwells delivered food for those quarantining in dorms on
campus and isolating in Kendall Hall.
“I was in charge of contacting the other dorm parents and letting them know, ‘Hey, you have X amount of meals
here,’” Overcash said. “And then they had to come pick them up. But we kind of streamlined that since.”
She worked alone for a few weeks, delivering food, goodie bags, schoolwork and anything those in isolation needed,
as well as preparing rooms for new residents and checking on the current ones. She said once the dorm started
getting full, Neal gave her permission to hire desk workers to assist her.
Overcash said she had around 10 student workers helping her this fall. The student workers were primarily at the
desk, she said, and overseeing the residents was her job.
“They’re not typically going down the hallways, they’re not monitoring,” Overcash said. “I’m really the one, since I’m
the dorm mom, [to get] on to people or remind them of the rules and that kind of thing.”
The dorm had no resident assistants (RAs). Neal said they could not house RAs for health reasons, though
“residents of Kendall receive[d] daily communication to check on them.” Neal said Overcash had immediate support
from the Student Life deans and the RLCs on campus when she needed it.
Every student received handouts when they arrived, Overcash said, one giving them guidance for how to cope in
isolation, a few for how to do school remotely and one outlining the rules of the dorm.
Overcash used her new position to make those in Kendall feel cared for while there. Freshman Jayda Lynn stayed in
Kendall Hall and said despite having COVID-19, her experience was a great way to end the semester.
“Shannon was so fun and kind and made our isolation days relaxed and enjoyable,” Lynn said.
Overcash said her experience as a dorm mom gave her a special part working through new territory, never knowing
what to expect, and reminded her how passionate she is about the Harding community.
“Managing a [COVID-19] and coed dorm — it’s been so weirdly, wonderfully stressful and amazing,” Overcash said.

HARDING ALUMNUS REFLECTS ON SENATE RACE
written by Danielburley December 4, 2020

(Photo courtesy of RickyHarringtonSenate.com)

Harding alumnus Ricky Dale Harrington Jr. recently ran for election as the Libertarian candidate to represent
Arkansas in the United States Senate. Harrington, a 35-year-old former prison chaplain, said he decided to run after
seeing the need for third parties and new ideas in our political system and a growing disdain for the two-party
system.
“I am of the opinion that we need other political parties in our political system,” Harrington said. “In America, it’s just
Democrat and Republican, and I used to be a Democrat … I just took the leap of faith politically. I have always been
involved in politics, but I just could no longer support the two-party system.”
Harrington ended up being Republican Senator Tom Cotton’s main opponent after Cotton’s Democrat challenger
dropped out of the race. Because of this, Harrington attracted state and national interest which led to the local PBS
affiliate scheduling a debate between the two candidates. Cotton declined to attend, but Harrington went solo,
leading to one of the most memorable — and his personal favorite — moments from the campaign.
“After that debate, we raised almost $60,000,” Harrington said. “It really was such a memorable moment, both
preparing for it beforehand with my team and then the amazing aftermath.”

Although Harrington lost the race, he garnered nearly a third of all votes and won the heavily populated Pulaski
County, something no third-party candidate has done in recent years. Because of this, several Harrington supporters
and Arkansas residents are paying attention to Harrington’s future in politics, including Harding senior Ben Gazaway.
“Because we see so few non-partisan candidates running for national offices, I would like to see him rise in the
political landscape, whether that’s at a state level or at a federal level,” Gazaway said. “It’s not just because I support
his beliefs, but because I believe he could help inspire change in the country as a whole.”
Gazaway was not alone in believing in the change that Harrington could bring. Junior Ethan Brazell, who interviewed
Harrington for HU16, saw firsthand Harrington’s strengths as a political figure.
“I truly think his message resonated with Arkansans because his rhetoric is very unifying,” Brazell said. “He has
unique positions on many issues and puts people over politics. He is also a very devoted follower of Christ and that
reflects throughout his positions. He is very optimistic, pragmatic and kind, and I think those characteristics made
him very appealing to voters.”
After getting involved in politics and running a campaign for the Senate, Harrington said he has some words of
advice for any Harding students who may be wanting to pursue a similar path.
“You have to start getting involved in your community when you are young,” Harrington said. “If you have time, go to
the capital and figure out what kind of laws are being passed and go ahead and build your own platform. [Be]
engaged right now, and don’t wait until you’re older.”

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
written by Kallybyrd December 4, 2020

(Graphic by Avery Tillett)

Being home for the holidays is easy when you only live a few hours away from campus. However, Harding has a
wide variety of students from all around the world, so for some, going home over the break was not an option.
Senior Emir Ahmedic is from Bosnia. He discovered Harding because he went to high school in Little Rock,
Arkansas, at Little Rock Christian. Ahmedic said that COVID-19 has made it difficult to travel back home to Bosnia.
He said he plans to stay in Little Rock during break because of the lengthy trip and the current travel regulations.
“I miss being with my family, but I also miss the food from my country the most,” Ahmedic said. “I miss Baklava and
Cevapi, which are like sausage fingers. I also miss Burek — that is a meat pie with potatoes and meat in it.”
Some students’ countries aren’t as affected by COVID-19, like freshman Dorian Benkovic, who is from Croatia — a
smaller country that has not been as affected by COVID-19 compared to larger countries like the U.S.

Benkovic said he has chosen to stay home over the break to save money, and he plans to stay with his roommate’s
family in Bald Knob, Arkansas.
“The hardest part is not being with my friends and family,” Benkovic said. “I chose to stay in Bald Knob for the
holidays, but I still miss being with my friends and family, and being away from this for long periods of time is hard.”
Junior Ramiro Santiago, who is from Argentina, was recruited to play basketball at Harding. Santiago said he plans
to go to his girlfriend’s house for the holidays because of the high number of positive COVID-19 cases where he is
from. Santiago said he had to stay in the U.S. during the summer for the same reason.
“For me, the hardest part is that I miss my family a lot,” Santiago said. “I miss everything — every little part and every
little detail.”

HOT SAUCE HOBBY
written by Emmajones December 3, 2020

Dr. Mac Sandlin poses in his office with his hot sauce, Nov. 16. Photo by Namon Pope

Mac Sandlin, assistant professor of Bible and ministry, has developed his side hobby of making several flavors of hot
sauce, which has gained popularity among students and faculty at Harding and the White County community.
Sandlin said that his interest in making hot sauce began about three years ago, when he decided to put his efforts
towards creating a good sauce that he and his brother-in-law would both enjoy. He said that, around this time, he
had also gotten into smoking meats and decided to try the technique on the peppers he was using. After some
experimenting, Sandlin finally got the results he was looking for last October, making the best hot sauce that he said
he had ever tasted.
“After that, I was making a bunch of it just to try to get good at it,” Sandlin said. “I had probably six gallons of the stuff
sitting around, so I began to give it away to people. Around Thanksgiving Break last year, I decided to start selling it
to see if people would buy it as a stocking stuffer. And then people began to order a lot of it, and I was surprised.
Even at this stage though, it is still very much a hobby. I’m doing this for fun.”

Sandlin said that all the peppers he uses for his sauces are grown in his father’s garden in White County. He uses a
commercial kitchen when making his sauce, as is required by the Arkansas Cottage Food Act, when manufacturing
hot sauce to sell.
“I think that when you compare it to other hot sauces, it’s fun to know that it was completely homegrown and
homemade,” senior Easton Davis said. “It’s also fun to be able to say, ‘Yeah, my professor made that.’ Since Mr.
Sandlin is such a food connoisseur you can trust that he tested it out and made each sauce pair well with a certain
type of food.”
There are six flavors of Sandlin’s hot sauces to choose from. His sauces that contain smoked peppers are Two
Dollar Pistol, which Sandlin said was probably his favorite; Arkansas in August, which is slightly hotter; Scary Hot, his
spiciest flavor; Baby Dragon, which is mild; and Hot Sugar, which is spicy yet sweet. The other flavor is Preacher
Mac’s Hellfire and Brimstone, which is the only sauce Sandlin sells that does not contain smoked peppers.
“I like Mr. Sandlin’s sauce because the ingredients are high quality and local, and its flavor is perfectly smokey,”
sophomore Sam Stebbins said. “I love the Two Dollar Pistol. For people who like hot sauce, Sandlin’s sauce is a
must try.”
Sandlin’s hot sauce costs $10 a bottle. For anyone in the White County area interested in making a purchase, see
Sandlin’s Facebook group, “Sandlin’s Hot Sauce,” for more information.

THE RETURN OF FILM PHOTOGRAPHY ON HARDING’S
CAMPUS
written by Jadarobison December 3, 2020

A film camera rests on a brick wall. Photo by Caroline Palmer

Film photography has become a trend in the world of photography today. More and more Harding students have
begun experimenting with this lost art and are capturing memories that cost up to 50 cents to develop.
Junior Maddy Hall spoke passionately about her love for film photography and explained how she was introduced to
it and why she fell in love with it.
“My good friend Laura Weber, who’s a senior at Harding, at some point during my freshman year showed me some
of her pictures that she had taken on film,” Hall said. “And I thought that the unique look of the analog scans, as well
as the experience of film photography, was fascinating. So, when I went home that summer, I found one of my
uncle’s old cameras and took it to a local camera store, and they fixed it up and taught me how to use it and I’ve
loved it ever since.”

Sophomore Katie Branson said that one reason why she prefers film over digital may be because she began taking
film photos before digital ones. She also said that she just loves the way film photography makes her feel.
“Not to over-romanticize it, but film has a feeling of nostalgia,” Branson said. “People our age are probably some of
the last kids to have their childhood documented on film. I still have memories of my grandparents pointing a film
camera during the big and small moments, and it’s comforting knowing that I’m still using the same camera that
captured my brother and I’s childhood.”
Senior Emma Baird has an Instagram account dedicated to the moments she captures on film.
“Some pictures are hits, and some are misses,” Baird said. “I created an Instagram account dedicated to disposable
camera photos to archive the really special moments I captured. It makes it easy to share them with those in the
photos.”
Baird said she loves how film photos can capture moments in ways that digital cameras cannot.
“There is something about a film photo that digital photos will never be able to capture,” Baird said. “Film captures
the moment just as it is, imperfections and all.”
Branson emphasized the importance of buying a real film camera if anyone is seriously interested in film
photography.
“If you seriously want to get into film photography, skip out on the disposables and invest in a camera,” Branson said.
“It’s more environmentally friendly, and after just a couple months it’ll have saved you money.”
Hall shared a quote from one of her inspirations as a photographer, Dorothea Lange:
“There’s this brilliant quote from Dorothea Lange that has always informed my interest in photography,” Hall said.
“She says, ‘The camera is an instrument that teaches people how to see without a camera.’ I think that film
photography, especially, forces the photographer to consider what is worth noticing and capturing.”

TREAT YOUR BODY WITH LOVE
written by Kallybyrd December 3, 2020

We live in a society where there is so much pressure to look a certain way — to meet a standard that the world has
put on us. This pressure that we don’t even realize is happening most of the time is translated into toxic habits that
we create. We think that these toxic habits are what will make us look a certain way or fit in. Most, if not all, people
deal with these daily pressures and expectations that have been put on both men and women, but the pressure
seems to be a little more intense for the women of our world. We can’t get on social media or the internet without
some pop-up ad or post promoting a new fad diet or skinny tea. This is a contributing factor to the toxic habits that
we have created as a culture, and all of us have taken part in different toxic habits, whether we realize it or not.

There are so many reasons why we feel the pressure to take on these toxic habits, but specifically, I want to address
the issue of toxic diet culture. We, as a society, have made it popular to constantly take part in the new fad diets. And
though they sometimes work for a period of time, the diets rarely provide consumers with the desired effect. In the
end, we end up disappointed due to the restrictions we put on ourselves. We decide that it’s not worth it and then
feel even worse about ourselves if we fail. Restrictive eating is something that I’ve become very passionate about
this year.
I have fallen victim to fad diets — trying to cut out things in my diet and trying to look the way that I want. I’ve
believed so many of the lies society tells us will affect our weight and our physique, like: don’t eat past 8 p.m., carbs
are bad for you, choose low fat options, and the list goes on. After educating myself through research and talking to
certified professionals, I realize that restrictive eating is a terrible, normalized thing that our society has made OK
Society tells us if we look a certain way or weigh a certain number that we are not good enough.
It’s so important to learn how to fuel your body with the nutrients that it needs in order to sustain a healthy lifestyle —
which is more than just a 1,000-calorie diet. I believe in everything in moderation — even the “bad stuff.” I have
become so passionate about this because it’s a problem that so many people face today.
I encourage you to not fall victim to these fad diets, and don’t get caught up in the toxic pressure that people have
created in this world. Treat your body with the love it deserves; educate yourself and eat food and live your life in a
way that creates happiness. Find worth in yourself and how special God has made you — I promise it will change
your entire perspective.

